Wesleyan Holiness Studies Center bulletin 1:2 (Summer 1993) by Wesleyan Holiness Studies Center
Asbury Theological Seminary
ePLACE: preserving, learning, and creative exchange
Bulletin Newsletters
1993
Wesleyan Holiness Studies Center bulletin 1:2
(Summer 1993)
Wesleyan Holiness Studies Center
Follow this and additional works at: http://place.asburyseminary.edu/revitalizationbulletin
Part of the Christianity Commons, and the Religious Thought, Theology and Philosophy of
Religion Commons
This Periodical/Journal is brought to you for free and open access by the Newsletters at ePLACE: preserving, learning, and creative exchange. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Bulletin by an authorized administrator of ePLACE: preserving, learning, and creative exchange. For more information,
please contact thad.horner@asburyseminary.edu.
Recommended Citation
Wesleyan Holiness Studies Center, "Wesleyan Holiness Studies Center bulletin 1:2 (Summer 1993)" (1993). Bulletin. 18.
http://place.asburyseminary.edu/revitalizationbulletin/18
SUMMER, 1 993 • VOL UME 1 , No.2 
Wesleyan Holiness Studies Center 
Bulletin 
Evangelical Higher Education 
The Point Lorna Story 
Ron Kirkemo's history of the institution now named Point loma 
Nazarene College is an 
outstanding model of the 
history of an evangelical 
college. Social, intellectual, 
and religious history is 
skillfully blended with the 
story of the school's gover-
nance. For Zion's Sake is 
not just a simple record of 
events, but also an account 
of why they occurred. 
Kirkemo, the chair of the 
Department of History 
and Political Science, fer-
rets out elusive data and 
interprets it according to 
the best canons of histori-
cal scholarship. 
Pasadena College was 
started by friends of early 
Nazarene leader Phineas 
Bresee, who became the 
school's first president. 
Bresee had memorable suc-
cessors, including H . Orton 
Wiley, Orval J. Nease, 
Russell V. Del ong, and 
Shelburne Brown. The 
vignettes of these remark-
able figures are alone 
worth the price of the 
book. Even non-
Nazarenes will appreciate 
the considerable amount of 
new information on Wiley, 
whose three-volume 
Christian Theology has 
been used widely through-
out the Wesleyan-holiness 
movement. 
The college's intellectu-
al history is well told, par-
ticularly in the areas of 
religion, sociology, and sci-
ence educa tion. A repre-
senta tive cadre of 
Wesleyan-holiness theolo-
gians taught at Pasadena, 
including E. P. Ellyson, C. 
B. Wid meyer, A. M. Hills, 
Olive Winchester, Wiley, 
Ross Price, and Reuben 
Welch. Theologica l cross-
currents among the reli-
gion facul ty represented 
broader shifts in 
Wesleya n-holiness 
thought. President Wiley, 
who fought fundamental-
ists in the 1920s, stated 
decades later that he 
would send an embattled 
religion professor packing 
if he were still president. 
In the 1960s, tension devel-
oped between Price, who 
saw himself as Wiley'S 
successor in systematic 
theology, and chaplain 
Welch, who affirmed bibli-
cal rather than rational ca t-
egories and disputed the 
contemporary relevance of 
holiness systematics. 
Changes in science edu-
ca tion at Pasadena from 
non-evolutionary to evolu-
tionary models support 
the author's thesis that 
what began as a provincial 
19th-century college 
became a modern 20th-
century one. A corner in 
science educa tion was 
turned with the hiring of 
physicist Phil Carlson in 
1939. For Carlson, "the 
evidences of evolution ... 
were incontrovertible, and 
he believed nobody based 
their faith on the issue" (p. 
146). 
Sociology at Pasadena is 
discussed in a broader cul-
tural context. Some sociol-
ogists opposed the New 
Deal, while others, like 
Adele Steele, embraced it. 
Thirty yea rs later, their 
successors were attuned to 
civil rights and issues 
raised by the war in 
Vietnam, responding to 
growing student concerns. 
COlltinl/ed all page 4 
Asbury Archives Receives Ed Robb Documents 
T he B. L. Fisher Library has received an impor-
tant collection of papers 
documenting the ministry 
of the Ed Robb 
Evangelistic Association. 
Dr. Robb, who is a mem-
ber of the Asbury 
Seminary Board of 
Trustees and an ordained 
minister in The United 
Methodist Church, found-
ed the Associa tion in 1964 
to lead people to personal 
faith in Christ and to 
stimulate spiritual renew-
al within the church. 
The collection includes 
correspondence, minutes, 
sermons and publications 
from the Ed Robb 
Evangelistic Association 
and A Foundation for 
Theological Education 
(AFTE) . In 1977, Dr. Robb 
founded AFTE to pro-
mote theological renewal 
in The United Methodist 
Church. The collection 
also includes materials 
documenting Dr. Robb's 
involvement in the forma-
tion of the Institute for 
Religion and Democracy. 
The collection w ill prQ-
vide important primary 
documents for under-
standing The United 
Methodist Church and 
the social impact of evan-
gelicalism since the mid-
1960s. 
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1994 Conference Update 
Final dates for the 1994 conference, "The 
Modification of Methodism in American Culture, 
1780-1840," will be announced in the Fall newsletter 
Theological Journal 47 (Fall, "Rose Culture and Social 
1992): 93-106. Reform: Edward Bellamy's 
Kostlevy, William C. Looking Backward (1888) 
"Benjamin Titus Roberts and and William Booth's Darkest 
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Methodist History 31 du CNRS, 1992. 
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Liverpool, 1879-1887." In Methodist History 31 
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Schneider, A. Gregory. 
The Way of the Cross Leads 
Home: The Domestication of 
American Methodism. 
Bloomington, IN: Indiana 
University Press, 1993. 
Staples, Rob L. Outward 
Sigll and Inward Grace: The 
Place of Sacraments in 
Wesleyan Spirituality. 
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Hill Press, 1991. $14.95. 
Stanley, Susie 
Cunningham . Feminist 
Pillar of Fire: The Life of 
Alma White. Cleveland: 
Pilgrim Press, 1993. 
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Don't Forget! 
Plan to a ttend our Fall 
conference: 
"Mission In The 
Wesleyan/Holiness 
Tradition." 
October 1-2,1993 
See cnclosed brochure for 
details. 
I 
The Point Lorna Story 
COli till I/ed frolll page 1 
One sociologist, a 
Gold wa ter Republican 
who became a teacher in 
order to influence students 
toward conservatism, 
evolved into a staunch 
ad voca te of civil rights and 
social change. 
Kirkemo shows how 
the studen t body changed 
in response to America 's 
wars, shifting social 
mores with culture and 
the church, and relocation 
of the school from 
Pasadena to San Diego in 
1973. Non-Nazarenes 
became an increasing per-
centage of a growing stu-
dent body after the move. 
A recurring theme is how 
faculty time and again 
mad e grea t personal sac-
rifices to ensure the col-
lege's survi va l. 
Contracted sa laries, 
always low by any stan-
dard , were not even paid 
in full unti l 1943, and fa c-
ulty who reloca ted to Sa n 
Diego saw their standard 
of living erode signifi-
ca ntly. 
For Zion's Sake should 
find an audience among 
all who have a personal 
stake in Wesleyan higher 
educa tion, including 
More Articles on 
trustees and faculty of 
theologically- related 
schools. To an ex tent that 
no other history of a holi-
ness college has yet done, 
this one speaks beyond its 
particularities to univer-
sa ls in Wesleyan higher 
educa tion. 
ROllald B. Kirkemo. For 
Zion's Sake: A History of 
Pasadena / Point Loma 
College. San Diego: Point 
Loma Press, 1992. $25.50 
pi LIS postage from Poi 11 t Loma 
Nazarene College Bookstore, 
3900 Lomaland Drive, San 
Diego, CA 92106. Reviewed 
by Stan lngersol, Chllrch of 
the Nazarene Arcilivist. 
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